Obama’s approval ratings over
his first year, in historical context

OPENING ACTS
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| Pledges to withdraw combat troops from Iraq by 2010 I | Public-Private Investment Program announced to buy “toxic assets” from banks I
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Presidents’ approval ratings, as measured by Gallup, through their first 365 days.
No approval-rating data available for Roosevelt.
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| Major loan-modification program begins I Calls for “new beginning” with

Muslims in speech in Cairo
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Slgns $787 billion economic-stimulus bill I

Sets goal of “world without nuclear weapons”

| Orders Guantanamo Bay prison closed within year I

| Forces out GM CEO Rick Wagoner I

Holds “beer summit” with Professor Henry
Louis Gates and Sergeant James Crowley

Sonia Sotomayor confirmed to Supreme Court | Wins Nobel Peace Prize I | Unemployment rate hits 10.2% I | Commits 30,000 more troops to Afghanistan I
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House passes sweeping health-care reform bill I

Signs PATRIOT Act
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Air strikes begin
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World Trade Center bombing L 'i\

ATF agents raid Branch Davidian compound 1 Lﬁ‘—» s
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“Don’t ask, don't tell” policy
proposed for gays in military

| Bailout for saving-and-loans banks I

—

in Afghanistan

Enron files for Taliban stronghold
bankruptcy of Kandahar falls

Terrorist attacks on the World

Trade Center and Pentagon

| Office of Homeland Security pro

£

posed I

Oslo Accords signed at White House

American soldiers killed in Somalia
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‘ Iran releases 52 American hostages I
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| Signs law to close hundreds of insolvent thrifts I

Fires 11,359 air-traffic Sandra Day O’Connor
controllers during strike confirmed to Supreme Court

‘ Attempted assassination by John Hinckley Jr. I o

|| Pardons Vietnam War draft evaders
; ‘ I Introduces Nuclear Non-Proliferation Act I
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Urges energy conservation, while
wearing a sweater, in televised address

S

Weather Underground
bombs State Department

o | Pardons Richard Nixon I Signs Federal Elections
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| Democrats gain 43 House seats and 3 Senate seats I
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‘ Cuts tax rates by 25 percent I

NAFTA passes

Berlin Wall falls 25,000 U.S. troops inva.de Panama
to capture Manuel Noriega

| Begin and Sadat begin
peace talks in Israel
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Department of
Energy created

Saigon falls to the
North Vietnamese

Unemployment reaches 9.2% I

| Helsinki Accords signed I
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Campaign Act
T—d
Franklin National Bank collapses Freedom of Information Act -
then the largest failure in U.S. history | - passes over Ford’s veto Warren E. Burger confirmed
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Pledges to withdraw 25,000
| troops from Vietnam

Begins secret bombing
of Cambodia
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Lays out Announces welfare -
Nixon policy, including Family William Calley charged Millions march in Vietnam
Doctrine Assistance Plan for My Lai massacre Moratorium protest
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| Selective Service System beglns draft Iottery I
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Apollo 11 astronauts | Kissinger and Xuan Thuy begin secret peace negotiations

land on the moon

| Civil Rights Act of 1964 |

Reveals that secret negotiations with North Vietnamese
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Hundreds of students march in first major
demonstration against Vietnam War

McNamara announces continued military
and economic support for South Vietnam

| Declares War on Poverty in

Lee Harvey Oswald killed i
__|| State of the Union address

by Jack Ruby
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| Economic Opportunity Act I

have failed; urges “silent majority” to support the war
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| Sends 5,000 more troops to Vietnam, for total of 21,000 I

Defeats Barry Goldwater in presidential election I

| Bodies of 3 murdered civil-rights activists found in Mississippi Il Gulf of Tonkin Resolution I
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Establishes Peace Corps

Bay of Pigs invasion T ’ Summit with Khrushchev I :' |

’ Freedom Rides begin I
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’ Construction of Berlin Wall begins with Soviet support I Author

advisers to South Vietnam

Named Man of
the Year by Time

izes deployment of military

| CIA-backed coup in Iran topples Prime Minister Mossadegh I
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‘ V-E Day: Germany surrenders I
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| Announces armistice in Korea I Nominates Earl Warren

to Supreme Court

Delivers “Atoms for Peace” speech
at UN, leading to creation of IAEA

‘ United Nations founded I
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= Orders Navy to take over petroleum

Potsdam Conference begins
I refineries crippled by strikes
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' 400,000 mine workers strike |

—51%

®

Proposes public-health-insurance
plan to Congress

Employment Act commits government to promoting
“maximum employment, production, and purchasing power”

’ Civil Works Administration established I

Declares Civilian ‘ Drops atomic bomb on Hiroshima

four-day Conservation Takes U.S. Federal

“bank Corps signed off gold Emergency ~ D tomic bomb N ki

1| holiday” into law standard Relief Act Glass-Steagall Act | rops atomic bomb on Nagasaki |
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Economy Act cuts federal salaries, defense Tennessee Valley ’ National Recovery Administration created I
spending, and veterans’ pensions Authority established

1 ’ Delivers his first fireside chat I 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120 130 140 150 160 170 180
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’ Diplomatic relations begin with U.S.S.R. I
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