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IT HAS been more than half a century since Presi-
dent McKinley, trumpeting “manifest destiny”

HAWAII

as his reason, accepted an offer of the Hawaiian .

Republic to be annexed to the United States. A
joint resolution of Congress in 1898 made Hawaii
an “integral part of the United States.”

This past summer, six days after the Senate had
approved admission of Alaska as the forty-ninth
state in the American union, Hawaiian Governor
William F. Quinn, who had rushed to Washington
as part of a delegation to press Hawaii’s stateiood,
declared that “the Congress can hardly shut the
door now in the face of Hawaii, which has a well-
developed economy, after the admission of Alaska,
which is still a frontier area.”

All sorts of reasons have been advanced in the
past to prevent statehood: lack of contiguity with
the rest of the union (an argument now worthless
in view of Alaska), a small population which would
dilute representation in Congress of.the larger
states because Hawaii would have two senators
(but Hawaii’s half million population is more
than twice Alaska’s and larger than that of four
states) and, finally, doubts about the loyalty of
Hawaiians.

* The loyalty argument, most recently revived by
a 1957 Senate internal security subcommittee
headed by Mississippi’s Senator James O. East-
land, is basically a question of race. And here, in
fact, is the key issue which so far has militated
against Hawaiian statehood, just as it has against
home rule or national representation for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, which has a population larger
than that of Hawaii and Alaska combined. In the
district’s case, the issue is the growing percentage

-of Negro population; in Hawaii it is the polyglot

population. In each case the Southern Democrats
fear a lessening of their ability to control racial or
civil rights legislation, above all in the United
States Senate.

In the final roll call on Alaskan statehood,
passed 64 to 20 in the Senate, twelve Southern
Democrats and one from a border state (Mon-.
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roney of Oklahoma) were joined by seven Repuly.
licans in the “no” column. Yet since Alagky
seemed to be a white man’s area, despite the
Eskimo, five Southern Democrats felt politically

able to vote for statehood.

Hawaii, however, is different. To understand, a
bit of history is necessary. When Captain James
Cook, the English explorer-navigator, discovered
the islands in 1778, he found them populated by
people who had crossed the Pacific from Polynesia
hundreds of years earlier. A few years after Cook’s
visit most of the hereditary chiefs who had ruled
independent kingdoms from time immemorial
were brought under control by the warrior King
of Hawalii, the largest of the islands. In 1795
Kamehameha proclaimed himself King of Hawaii,
establishing a monarchy which lasted until 1893,
five years before annexation by the United States.

It was not Cook’s visit, however, but the arrival
in 1820 of New England Christian missionaries
which set the course for Hawaii. These indomita-
ble and industrious souls brought not only Chris-
tianity but Western civilization to the island
paradise. Soon the white man began to cultivate
sugar, and for this he needed large amounts of
labor. From the middle of the last century on,
there was large-scale immigration from Japan, the
Philippines, and China,

A polyglot population

The result is today’s polyglot population. The
1950 census showed the islands’ largest racial
group to be the 37 per cent who are of Japanese
ancestry, with 12 per cent Filipino and 6.5 per
cent Chinese. Native Hawaiians and part-Ha-
waiians accounted for 17 per cent, and Caucasians
— that is, whites from mainland America—
totaled 23 per cent. Of the total population in
1950, some 84 per cent were native-born American
citizens. 4

The Caucasians long have dominated the busi-
ness and political life of the islands. It was San-
ford B. Dole, of the missionary family (later to
be associated with the pineapple industry), who
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Report on Hawaii 4?5:

in 1894 became President of the
Hawaiian Republic, admittedly a
rather high-handed move to end the
monarchy and put the islands under
the American flag. Yet racial har-
mony has been excellent, and mem-
bers of many races have held and
do hold public office. Hawaii’s fine
public school system sprang from
the mission schools and has had
much to do with welding together
the many races from both sides of
the Pacific. The missionaries, too,
embodied in Hawaiian law and
custom the mainland’s democratic
principles.

Loyalty to the U.S.

The attack on Hawaiian loyalty
is essentially two-pronged. Doubts
have been cast on the loyalty of
those of Japanese and Chinese an-
cestry, in the years preceding and
immediately after the Japanese at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, and more
recently as the Chinese everywhere
have been divided in their loyalties
to the motherland. Secondly, loy-
alty is questioned in regard to labor
unions, specifically referring to Harry
Bridges’ International -Longshore-
men’s and Warchousemen’s Union,
which dominates the important
water front.

On the first count the evidence is
impressively negative. FBI Director
J. Edgar Hoover has testified to the
fact that throughout the entire pe-
riod of World War II, not a single
case of sabotage by a Hawaiian was
reported. Furthermore;, the two
Hawaiian units composed of Ameri-
cans of Japanese ancestry, fighting
in Europe, formed what General
Mark Clark described as “the most
decorated unit in the entire military
history of the United States.” Ha-
waiians served impressively with
their fellow Americans again in the
Korean War,

On the second count the evidence
is also negative. The ILWU has
been expelled from the AFL-CIO as
Communist dominated, and Bridges’
far-Left views are well known. But
despite rumors during the Korean
War that Communists in the union

30

sentatives from Honolulu to Wash®

would disrupt or sabotage &
lines to the Far East, “nothjp
sort occurred,” as a report g
Senate Interior and Insulap A
Committee stated in 1954, Fu
the union leadership’s opposit
1950 to the proposed state cop
tion plebiscite, which Containe,
strong anti-Communist pro) S
was unable to prevent approyal

an OVCI‘Wheh’nlng major itY- AS'. . authors may be born but most are made.
§ame Senate report expressed % learn writing ]usI% as yo}l leéa,rrlnn' ar;lyphirig
is apparent that the ILWU Je, e, our %Ierzl:}nlsfieggr néisg'ﬁ%o?si “unkhown 0
ship lacks the power to play into T T oy Sr%‘,"%%?%%aﬂﬁgsh SO0 ot that 1
hands of the enemies of Amerjg e e o s k0w 10 Sucoeed

. eII;ious NYS course offers COMPLETE

Anti-statehood 1 | Wi _fiction, non-fiction and TV, Your
eaders ha\rc I fors are active editors and writers . . . and

g that the prowcuion of Gon R 55 LA LB
evealed I piaced, A R BAROUSE, OF  LHE
a dangerous underground. I seems U‘"*SI}F NOON. Send for free information
fair, however, to accept the worl “@; 5. No salesman will call on you.
Attorney General Brownell whep o
said that the prosecution of Hay
ians in 1954 was ““no more of an indj
cation of the strength of the part
that area than the convictions of the
Communist leaders in New Yoril{_
Pittsburgh, Seattle and Los ‘\ngeh:
are indications of party control and
domination in those areas” In
March, 1957, the present attorney
general said that there had been no
significant change in the number of
Communists in Hawaii in the past
three years.

magine Making
5000 a Year Writing
{ Your Spare Time!

A .msf,'c? Nof at All . . . Hundreds
iieDP’e Make That Much or More

Lty Year—and Have Fun Doing It!

—FREE BOOKLET COUPON—

'rhe New York School of Writing
pept. 551, 2 East 45th Street
York 17, New York

e send me without obligation, your free
Kklet ““Writing for a Well-paying Career.” i

The faraway islands

The race and Communist issues
aside, perhaps the most effective
single ,reason for hesitation is dis-
tance. After all, Hawaii is “way out
there in the middle of the Pacific.”
In fact, the islands, created by vel-
canic thrusts from the ocean floor.
are ecight in number (with some
smaller ones scattered among them);
with the city of Honolulu on Oahu
Island, about two thousand miles
southwest of San Francisco. The
islands stretch some fifteen hundred
miles northwest to Midway which.
however, along with a number of
related islands such as Palmyra and
Johnston, probably will be outside
the state and under direct Washing-
ton control for military reasons.
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But distance is far less meaningful
today than when Captain Cook of
the missionaries arrived. Pearl Har
bor day in 1941 forever made the
islands part of America in an emo

lulu, in fact, is closer to San Fran-
cisco than San Francisco is to
Washington.

The race issue, dominant thus far
in the opposition to Hawaiian state-
hood, though few say so out loud in
Washington, may well serve to force
statehood through Congress before
the next election. For majorities in
both parties will be anxious to show
up well on roll calls involving racial
rights. ‘This will become apparent
as soon as the 86th Congress meets.
For unless all signs fail, there will be
a major battle in the Senate to find
a way to kill the unlimited debate
which the Southern Democrats de-
pend upon to block civil rights
legislation.

A look at the record of voting on
Hawaiian statechood shows that there
is little doubt it can pass, if there is a
chance for a vote. The House has
three times voted for statehood; in
1947 by 196 to 133; in 1950, .262 to
110; and in 1953 by 274 to 138. The
first time the bill died in the Senate
committee. The second time the
committee favorably reported it, but
it never got to the Senate floor. The
third time it was killed by a 57 to 28
.vote, when it was tied to Alaskan
statehood. In 1955, the House voted
218 to 170 to send back to committee
a combined Hawaiian-Alaskan state-
hood bill. That maneuver is no
longer possible, of course, with
Alaska already admitted.

In 1954, voting on the House
measure passed in 1953, the Senate
roundly defeated two other delaying
moves to grant commonwealth sta-

Hawaii the commonwealth question.
In 1958, incidentally, a newly or-
ganized Hawaiian Commonwealth
Party, calling for a status similar to
that of Puerto Rico instead of
statehood, made such a dismal show-
ing as to all but bury that idea.

Early in 1959, according to cur-
rent strategy, Hawaiian statehood
backers will try first for House ac-
tion. If the measure emerges from
the Interior Committee, it must
somehow get past the Rules Com-
mittee, where Southern power is
great. Yet there is little doubt, espe-
cially with Alaska’s star being sewed
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tional sense. And the coming jet 285
will bring the senators and repi™

ington in about nine hours. Hon%®

into the flag, that statehood will win
House approval. The real battle-
| ground will be the Senate.
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